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The Purpose Behind Life Skills Training 
Some of the best memories I have with my dad are the times when he brought me with him to work. Being a bi -
vocational pastor, he often had small side jobs that supplemented his income to help provide for our family. Not only 
did I enjoy spending time with my dad, he instilled in me life-long skills as well as a good work ethic. These two things 
take aways have been so helpful and are appreciated to this day. In fact, I carried on the tradition with my own children 
and I received great joy in teaching them these lessons throughout that season of life as my kids were growing up. 

Because of my Dad’s example, I truly see the importance and value of work. God created us for work from the begin-
ning. When everything was perfect, before the fall, God charged Adam with caring for the garden, and naming the ani-
mals. He and Eve worked together to care for what God had given them. Even after the fall God told Adam that he was 
still going to work, it just became more difficult since sin had entered the world. But, regardless of the difficulty, man 
has been commanded to work, and we are to work for the Lord, honoring Him in all we do. 
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In todays culture I continue to see the importance of work and the need to teach 
others the value of it. Many of the men we serve, who come through The Light-
house, need to be taught a biblical perspective about the importance and value 
of work. This is why we do what is called, Life Skills Training. Several of our 
residents work at The Lighthouse Community Center or The Lighthouse Family 
Thrift Store for job training. Here, they come alongside our staff and learn not 
only how to work, but the importance and value of work. This helps prepare 
them for their future, after they graduate our program and independently return 
to the world. But the greatest part goes beyond job training. Our residents  
receive so much more! Life Skills Training not only teaches them the value of 
work, but also important life skills. Our guys learn how to dress appropriately 
and practice good hygiene. They learn to communicate and work with others. 

They learn how to serve others and care for one another. They 
learn the importance of time management and stability. They learn 
new skills and trades. All of this happens in a safe environment, 
where the gospel is central to what we do. Our guys not only hear 
about Jesus in their classes, they hear about Him at work too. How 
awesome is that! They are learning to honor God through their 
work. 
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Two of the biggest constants in the human soul are the ingrained need for a Savior and the desire to belong to a com-
munity.   A healthy community keeps our hearts focused on the things that really matter.  We have a small but powerful 
brotherhood in play in our program right now – three men who have struggled for most of their lives. Three men who 
sought to fill an emptiness in their soul with drugs or alcohol, and whose search for fellowship led them to join gangs and 
become criminals. But Kris, Chris and Elijah have a story that isn’t done yet, because God has been calling them to do 
His bidding and in doing so, He brought them to each other at The Lighthouse.

Three men who found each other in our 
program. Three men now in constant fel-
lowship with each other and with God. 
They laugh, clown around, finish each 
other’s sentences, and with every move 
and gesture demonstrate that they tru-
ly care about the spiritual and mental 
well-being of their compatriots. It’s clear 
to me that God brought together three 
people with intense personal struggles 
to give each the support they might not 
have found on their own. 

Elijah is quick to bring humor to a con-
versation and speaks easily about his 
life before finding Christ. Incarcerated off 
and on since age 14, he has been a gang 
member, and he has stolen, hustled, and 
sold drugs. His life has centered around 
addiction, and when he reached his lim-
its, he very nearly succeeded in taking 

his own life. As he describes that experience in detail, it is clear to me that God grabbed ahold of Elijah that day and kept 
him in this world so that he might serve a greater purpose. God has a plan for Elijah. He sees that too. He recounts sev-
eral times when God reached out to him, sending the right person to him at the right moment, trying to get his attention. 
He says he is listening now. 
Kris B. is the oldest of the trio and also has a long history of being involved in gangs and drug abuse. He has been in 
and out of prison and rehab facilities for much of his life and has reached bottom more than once. But to hear him speak 
about being a Christian in his warm and friendly baritone voice, you can tell that God is...  continued on next page

A Brotherhood Forged in Faith and Fire
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working in his life now. He speaks so genuinely about how his life has changed, and his compassion for others is infec-
tious. He describes his companions as “brothers for life.” 
Chris W. is a recovering alcoholic. He has been homeless, often sleeping in his car. He has been in other programs, 
but these programs didn’t seem to work as he continued to return to his past sins. When he found The Lighthouse, he 
immersed himself in the scriptures and finally began to find relief. When he found his new brothers, he found support and 
accountability. Chris is the youngest of the three amigos and the quietest, and the older two seem to look out for him. 
They work to bring him out of his shell, encourage him, and are quick to point out his intelligence and his value to them 
as a friend. Chris is estranged from his family, and that clearly pains him, but he expresses hope that they will see the 
change in him and be willing to reconcile.
All three profess faith and the saving grace of Christ, and chose to get baptized at one of our recent Community Chapel 
services. They have found more than a fresh start as they have found Christian brotherhood and a deeper purpose in 
life. As Elijah said, “You have nothing to lose and everything to gain by turning your life over to Christ. You get peace, you 
get love, you get joy, you get understanding.” Jokingly, yet truthfully, he says that if he can be a gangster in the street, he 
can be a “gangster for God.”
Kris, Chris, and Elijah are feeling the pull to do God’s work every day. They work hard here at The Lighthouse and are 
working to find their way as productive members of society and representatives of their faith. Here stand three men, all 
professing eternal brotherhood, an abiding faith, and a new mission in life.  As Elijah said, “If our message touches just 
one person, then it’s worth everything we’ve been through.” 
Kris, Chris, and Elijah wanted me to express their gratitude for your continued support of The Lighthouse.  This is where 
they met Jesus, and where their new story begins!

Scan the QR code or  
register online at:  

Date & Time: 
April 16th 
6:00 p.m. 

Location: 
The Lighthouse  

Community Center 
3000 E. State Blvd. 

The Lighthouse: A Place of  
Restoration 

• Communication & Media 

• Community Care Manager 

• PRN Care Manager 

• Care Manager 

The Lighthouse Family Thrift Store 

• Backroom Manager 

• Pricer 

• General Sales 

*Please send a resume to  
info@lhfw.org. 

*Must pass a drug screen and agree 
with The Lighthouse Statement of 
Faith. 

Specialized Volunteer Needs: 

1. Remove carpet in The Lighthouse 
Family Thrift Store changing room 
and replace with laminate. 

2. Replace a bad light in the Thrift 
Store warehouse. (*Lift needed!) 

3. Repair multiple sink faucets at The 
Lighthouse Community Center. 

4. Paint a bathroom and kitchen at  
our Thrift Store. (*Please someone 
with good painting skills.) 

If you have the required skills and can 
help us with any of these projects, 
please reach out to Brandon,  
bbower@lhfw.org 

Thanks in advance! 

TREASURES 
OOuurr  VVoolluunntteeeerrss  
Annual Volunteer Dinner 

lhfw.org/upcomingevents/volunteer-dinner/ 

For more information  
call Isiah: 260-255-6413 

God Bless - Dr. Brandon Bower 

I continue to be amazed at all God is doing in a through The Lighthouse.  Lives are being changed and the work we are 
called to do is an honor! Will you join us? There are many ways for you to get involved too. I would love to talk to you 
about the many opportunities in person. Join me on a Friday night for Chapel or schedule a tour of our Community  
Center. I look forward to connecting.  

WWhhaatteevveerr  yyoouu  ddoo,,  

wwoorrkk  aatt  iitt  wwiitthh  aallll  

yyoouurr  hheeaarrtt,,  aass  
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Sober Memorial Day 
Party

Monday, May 25, at 6:00 PM

3000 E. State Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Annual Charity Auction
June 21 - 28

3000 E. State Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Annual Celebration &
Night of Giving

Thursday, August 6, at 6:00 PM

3000 E. State Blvd.
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Annual CelebrationAnnual Celebration  2026 
& Night of Giving& Night of Giving

needstopThe Lighthouse currently has a strong need for the following items. 
Please bring your donations to 3000 E. State Blvd.

Paper Towels          Canned Chicken & Beef          Cleaning Supplies
55 Gallon & 13 Gallon Trash Bags


